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PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION: ESSENCE AND CONTENT
OF DEFINITION

Paper is devoted to the study of the essence and content of the definition of
“public administration”. The main approaches to the definition of the concepts of
“public”, “administration” and “public administration” are described. A review of
literary sources on the main issues of understanding of the definition of “public
administration” is carried out. The conceptual-categorical apparatus of public
administration is studied. Basic directions of researches in this sphere are revealed.

In particular, it is noted that in the conditions of recent processes of reformation
taking place in all spheres of life of Ukrainian society and leading to changes in the
most important social relations (including those between society and the state), an
implementation into the general system of state formation become of a special
significance relevant modern management practices that should promote the
modernization of state institutions, as well as the introduction of a new model for
organizing the interaction of public authorities with citizens and, accordingly, refusal
from the previous model.

In connection with this, the necessity to determine not only the essence and
content of public administration as a multifaceted entity that embodies the interaction
of the state and society, but also an interaction with various elements of a social
system, as well as the preconditions for its formation at the present stage of development
of society.

It is emphasized that recently public administration is the subject of study of
various scientists and specialists, both domestic and foreign. This concept is gradually
included into the scientific circulation in Ukraine and is increasingly being implemented
into the political, economic and social spheres. However, until today, there is a
discussion of the content and scope of the use of both this term and the concepts close
to it. The uncertainty of the essence of the definition of “public administration” leads
to a misunderstanding of its functioning and development.

It is concluded that most scholars generally agree that public administration in
any case has been related to the state’s activities, that is, the management activities
of executive bodies, local self-government, and other public authorities that ensure
the impact on the social system as a whole through appropriate forms, mechanisms,
tools, methods and procedures, thus ensuring the movement of the social system and
its development in the necessary direction.
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